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RFO  LETTE* 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From  na|p 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 

\  '  September  1,  1956 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Letter  No.  733 


This  week  we  have  all  kinds  oT  news  .  .  .  new  buying  programs,  new  lab 

opening,  new  honor  won,  new  dairy  campaign  all  kinds  of  new-s.  .  . 

and  then,  just  to  keep  life  interesting  ....  in  this  issue,  we  explode  an 
age-old  legend  read  on  and  you'll  find  all  the  inside  facts. 

Value  Set  on  Soil  Bank  Certificates 

Just  this  afternoon,  the  word  is  out  that  wheat,  corn,  and  rice  Soil 
Bank  Certificates  will  be  valued  at  105  percent  of  their  cash  value  when  taken 
in  grain,  and  at  100  percent  when  taken  in  cash.    If  the  farmer  decides  to  ex- 
change his  certificates  for  grain  in  the  CCC  stocks,  the  value  of  the  CCC- owned 
grain  will  be  set  at  the  current  support  price  for  the  grade,  class,  and  loca- 
tion of  the  grain.    For  wheat  certificates,  the  farmer  can  get  any  of  the 
grains  but  corn  or  rice.    For  corn  certificates,  any  of  the  grains  but  wheat 
or  rice.    For  rice  certificates,  any  of  the  grains  but  corn  or  wheat.    And.  to 
protect  prices  during  heavy  marketing  periods,  CCC  will  not  exchange  a  grain 
during  the  harvest  season  for  that  grain  in  that  area.    The  certificates  may 
also  be  used  to  redeem  grain  that  farmers  have  put  under  price-support  loan- 
with  the  same  qualifications  as  for  CCC  stocks. 

Plans  to  Buy  Farm  Products 

Today  Secretary  Benson  announced  three  food  buying  plans  to  help 
producers.    To  aid  turkey  growers'  prices  during  the  heavy  marketing  season 
for  this  year's  record  turkey  crop,  he  plans  to  buy  some  turkey  and  will 
announce  the  details  of  this  plan  within  a  few  days.    During  the  normal  seasonal 
increase  in  the  marketings  of  eggs  this  fall,  he  plans  to  help  stabilize  egg 
prices  to  producers  by  buying  some  eggs.    To  help  cattlemen,  the  Department 
would  offer  to  buy  about  50  million  pounds  of  boneless  beef  for  hamburger. 
The  season  of  heavy  marketing  of  grass  cattle  has  begun  and  many  cattlemen 
are  being  forced  to  sell  more  cattle  because  of  drought.    Much  of  this 
hamburger  beef  will  come  from  cows  which  will  be  marketed  from  herds  this  fall. 
These  foods  will  be  distributed  to  non-profit  school  lunch  and  institutional 
programs. 

Forward  Step  in  Brucellosis  Campaign 

On  January  1,  1957,  new  rules  on  the  interstate  shipment  of  cattle  and 
poultry  not  known  to  be  infected  with  brucellosis  will  go  into  effect  in  this 
country.    USDA  vet.  officials  yesterday  called  attention  to  these  regulations 
and  predicted  they  would  go  far  toward  assuring  the  success  of  the  Nation  s 
brucellosis  eradication  program.    Regulations  on  the  movement  of  cattle  known 
to  be  infected  were  put  in  force  in  July,  but  the  new  rules  were  postponed  until 
the  first  of  the  year  to  give  everybody  concerned  a  chance  to  get  acquainted 
with  them.    These  rules  will  strengthen  and  unify  the  program  to  prevent  the 
shipment  of  infected  animals  interstate. 
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Weigh-a-Day-a-Month 

Weigh-a-Day-a-Month — the  new  simplified  dairy  record- keeping  plan- -goes 
into  full  swing  next  week  with  regional  meetings  of  Extension  Dairymen.  The 
plan  is  a  low-cost  method  of  providing  dairy  farmers  with  milk  production 
records.    They'll  weigh  each  cowTs  milk  production,  morning  and  night,  once  a 
month.    Weighing  of  feed  is  optional  and  no  inilk  sampling  or  butterfat  testing 
is  needed.    The  cost  to  dairymen  will  he  about  50  cents  per  cow  per  year.  Fact 
Sheet  is  enclosed. 

Of  Mice^  and  Men 

We're  interested  in  spreading  the  word  about  cheese  and  what  a  good 
food  it  is — especially  in  October,  which  is  Cheese  Festival  Time.    Take  a 
look  at  the  enclosed  Fact  Sheet.    And  incidentally,  don't  underestimate  the 
power  of  cheese — we  have  it  from  a  reliable  source  that  it  was  a  piece  of 
cheese  in  the  back  hip  pocket  of  the  Pied  Piper  that  took  care  of  those  rats 
in  Hamlin.    Music  may  soothe  the  savage  breast,  but  it  won't  do  a  thing  for 
the  stomach.    Those  rats  knew  what  they  were  doing.'    They  were  hungry,  man. 

In  -Jolly  Old  England 

Word  comes  from  the  trade  fair  in  London,  England,  that  the  American 
exhibit  there  is  attracting  long  lines  of  visitors.  .  .  .maybe  500*000'  by  the 
time  the  fair  ends,  many  of  them  sampling  cheddar  cheese  and  non-fat  dry  milk 
along  with  hot  dogs'  and  doughnuts.    Observers  there  say  that  the  promotion -of 
dairy  products  is  of  worldwide  concern,  and  many  countries  are  taking  a  cue 
from  the  promotion  work  done  in  this  country.    An  extensive  milk  promotion-; 
program  is  now  under  way  in  London,  with  separate  programs  for  manufactured 
dairy  products.    Other  promotion  programs  are  under  way  on  the  Continent  in 
Western  Germany ?  the  Netherlands,  Belgium,  and  other  countries.  . 

Belts vi lie  Dairy  Herd  is  Tops 

"7.,,  -The.. Hoist ein-Friesian  dairy  herd  at  Beltsville  heads  the  honor  list  for 
1955. of  all  herds  of  this  breed  in  the  United  States.    Two  years  before,  it- 
placed  third,  in  195*1-  it  was  second,  and  now  the  herd  has  made  it  to  the  topV 
The  selection  was  made  by  the  Holstein-Friesian  Association  of  America.  The 
Beltsville  herd  had  been  under  practically  the  same  feeding  and  environmental 
conditions  for  almost  35. years.    It  was  an  "unselected"  herd,  and  no  cows  have 
been  added  to  it.    The  dairymen  at  Beltsville  used  this  herd  to  explore  a  theory 
that  using  production- proved  bulls  for  several  generations,  would  gradually  >:- 
produce  higher-milk-producing  daughters  than  their  dams.    And  true  to  the 
theory,  the  prize-winning  Holstein  herd  has  consistant3.y  increased  butterfat,-. 
production  with  each  generation,  >. 

FAQ  Looks  at  World  Ag.  Prospects  ~  ■.  •  : 

'In  "The  Sta&e  of  jF.ood  and  Agriculture",  FA0,  Headquarters  at  Rome  this 
week  released  Ji"ts'.!'annual  outlook  on  world  ag.  situation.    The  FAO  farm  trade 
experts  see  little  prospects  for  much  reduction  in  stocks  in  the  world's  chief 
surplus  commodities  in  the  immediate  future.    But  they  point  out  that  some  of- 
the  largest  increases  in  production  were  in  North  America  and  they  see  the. new 
"Soil  Bank"  and  other  measures  to  cut  down  production  of -surpluses -in  this 
country  as.  offering  hope  in  the  long  pull  ahead.    They  consider  the  present 
stable  situation  as  allowing  breathing  space  for : such  measures  to  adjust  world 
agricultural  production.    Governments  the  world  over  are  faced  with  the  basic 
dilemma  of  maintaining  the  economic  position  of  their  farmers  at  the  same-: 
time  they  are  trying  to  provide  their  people  with  enough  food  at  low  prices. 
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Radio  &  TV  Day  at  Plum  Island 


Plans  for  dedication  of  the  new  Plum  Is.land  Animal  Disease  Laboratory  at 
Plum  Island,  N.Y.,  during  the  week  of  September  2^-28  are  now  complete.  Tuesday 
September  25,  will  be  Radio,  TV  and  Press  Day.    This  will  be  your  special...,. 

and  only  opportunity  to  preview  the  new  laboratorj'-.    If  you  want  to  join 

the  group  visiting  the  Island  on  September  25,  let  us  know  at  once  and  whether 
and  for  what  nights  you'll  need  overnight  accomodations.    Dedication  Day  is 
September  26,  with  Secretary  Benson  as  the  principal  speaker. 

"Old  McDonald"  Need  Not  _Apply 

He 're  curious  to  know  who  and  how  many  farm  directors  use  their  farms, 
or  station-owned  farms  as  a  regular  part  of  their  broadcasting  activities. 

Right  off  we  can  think  of  WRFD,  Worthington,  Ohio,  Clyde  Keathley  

KMBC  farm,  Stanley,  Kansas,  Phil  Evans.  .  .  .  .WMC,  Wate~rloo,  Iowa,  Chuck 

Worcester  WAVE,  Louisville,  Xy. ,  Shirley  Anderson.  .  .  .WMRN,  Marion, 

Ohio,  Charlie  Might  IMAQ,  Chicago,  111.,  Everett  Mitchell  

We  know  there  are  others  .  »  .  .speak  up  and  be  counted. 

Tear  Off  and  Return  with  Blank  Tape  


USDA  TAPE  CATALOGUE 
Please  order  by  number  and  subject 

18Q86    Plans  for  Special  Rice  Campaign,  Sept.  27-0ct.  6 
Alice  Skelsey  chats  with  Tom  McGuire,  AMS 

190,86   The  Weigh-a-Day-a-Month  story,  Jack  Towers  chats 

with  Dr.  Frank  Kendrick,  head  of  Dairy  Improvement  work. 

13A86    No  Guesswork  in  Buying  Poultry- -the  Poultry 

Inspection  Service--Cy  Briggs  and  Dave  Hume,  AMS 

20Q66    Finland's  Wheat  Milling  Requirements  as  it  Affects 
Our  Exports.    Al  Bond,  Wash.  State  College,  chats 
with  Edward  Seeborg  of  the  Western  Wheat  Quality 
Laboratory,  who  is  just  back  from  Finland. 

21Q56  Farm  visitors  from  abroad- -the  Mutual  Benefit, 
Layne  Eeaty  chats  with  Cannon  Hearne,  FAS,  and 
0.  L.  Mimms,  of  International  Cooperation  Admin. 


Time:  3:20 
(Use  quickly) 

Time:  U:05 
(Use  quickly) 

Time:  k:50 
(Use  anytime) 

Time:  5:00 
(Use  quickly) 


Time:  5:00 
(Use  quickly) 


Note  on  Conservation  Reserve  Tapes:    By  now  all  of  you  in  the  winter  wheat 
areas  have  received  the  feature  by  Ass't.  Secretary  Marvin  McLain  on  the  1957 
wheat  Acreage  Reserve.    If  you  haven't  ordered  the  others  on  the  Conservation 
Reserve,  here's  a  summary  of  the  ones  listed  in  last  week's  letter: 

8SB-86    Tree  Planting  Angles  of  the  Soil  Bank  Cons.  Reserve--3: 30 
9SB-86    Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve  in  the  Midwest--3: 30 
10SB-86  Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve  in  the  Northeast--3:30 
11SB-86  Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve  in  the  Northwest--3: 30 
12SB-86  Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve  in  the  Southeast — 3^30 
13SB-86  Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve  in  the  Southwest — 3:30 
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Farm  and  Home  KetTrork_ Shows lt  Sept.  3.0-15 

NBC "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Sept.  15,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EBT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "National  Barrow  Show  Highlights." 

CBS  "Farm  News"' with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Sept.  15,  9:30  to  9:1+5  am  EOT, 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat,  Sept.  15,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EBT.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  Neifs"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  New  leaf  rust  resistance  for  wheat 
with  Drc  Louis  Reitz  of  ARS  and  a  Salute  to  Associate  Agent  Walter  Shaw,  of 
Worcester  County,  Mass. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  Features:  "The  Weigh-a-day-a-month  Plan" .  "Dr. 
Frank  Kendrick,  ARS,  Charles  Bell,  Extension  Service  and  Layne  Beaty. 

USDA-TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  September  lh:    "Eat  More  Cheese'  in 
October",  still  pictures  stress  use  of  nutritious  cheeses  for  tasty  dishes. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

George  Gerpfan,  WK^C;;  Yankton,  S,  Dak.,  begins  his  fall n13- day  tour  on 
October  2,+th,    Some  of  the  places  he  and  his  group  will  visit  are  Chicago* 
Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Washington.    We'll  be  looking  for  you, 
George  J  ,  ^'  '::^!j?f':'^^:  "' -    -  .- 

For  the  picture  ga3.1ery,  Brad  Bradford,  before  the  mike  of  WEEX;  'Easton," 
Pa.,  in  his  role  as  the  "practical  farmer  of  the  air11' on  their  Farm  and  Garden 
Hour.    Up  on  the  board  it  goes.    Incidentally,  we've  got  some  mighty  fine 
pictures  in  our  gallery  now,  and  a  lot  of  them  --"we're  using  a  big  bulletin 
board  in  the  front  office.    But  with  all  the  visual-minded  people  in  this  crowd,  , 
we'd  welcome  suggestions  on  how  to  display  all  our  distinguished  friends  in  a 
more  appea3.ing  and  eye-catching  manner.    Any  ideas,  beyond  a  suitably- dec  orated 
"bulletin  board,  which  we  already  have?  ....  an  afterthought  .  .  .  and  also 
in, ( keeping  with  a  Government  Department's  modest  manner  and  budget  .  .  Kinda 
limits  you,  doesn't  it?  '  ' 

And  with  October  Cheese  Festival  coming  up,  that's  right  in  time  for 
Ted  .Richards,  radio  editor,  Penn  State,  %p  announce  that  he  has  just  won  a 
subscription'  to  the  Cheese  of  the  Month  Club  . ; V  .  for  being  an  outstanding 
judge  of  swine,  dairy  cows,  and  chickens,  •  ■ 

The  Quick  and  Easy  Way  <  ■  •-' 

If  it'll  save  some  time  and  energy,  it  seems  to  click.    Take;'a  look  at 
what's  happening  in  the  field  of  processed  foods  .  .  .  .  at  least :one  third  of 
all  the  coffee  served  in  American  homes  is  the  instant  kind  .  .  ...and  the  number 
of  users  is  growing  rapidly  ....  Take  frozen  precooked- fish  sticks,  their 
sales  increased  six  times  in  one  year  .  .  .  kk  million  pounds  in  195^  •  •  •  that 
same  year  we  .  .  ,  or  the  little  women  .  .  *  baked  359..  million  cakes  from 
packaged  mixes  .  .  r  .  the  scientists  see  a  steadily . increasing  production  of 
these  convenience  foods,  and  many  new  ones  .  .  .  papaya  juice  ifi  Minnesota, 
crabmeat  in  KatiSaS,  and  of  course  strairberries  in  January,  for  the  families  in 
Maine.    When  they  get  around  to  instant  news  ].etters,  that's  for  me.' 

•  Sincerely, 

•"So^:£S'^ke43  ;.i:f  I 

'•'  Alice  F-.";  Skelsey      .-,,> •;  M;v 

Radio  &  TV  Service 

P.S.    The  staff  is  back  full-force  from  vacations  now,  so  my  "brief  hour  upon 
the  stage"  is  ended.    It  was  fun,  and  thanks  for  the  nice  comments. 


RFO  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Letter  No.  731!- 
September  Ik,  1956 


Several  farm  programs  moved  forward  this  week.    To  give  the  county  ASC 
offices  time  to  get  information  to  farmers  about  the  '57  winter  wheat  acreage 
reserve  program  of  the  Soil  Bank,  the  Department  extended  the  deadline  for  farm- 
ers to  sign  up  "by  two  weeks  -  until  October  5«  •  »  .Today  USDA  launched  the  new 
plan  to  extend  the  benefits  of  record- keeping  to  more  dairy  farmers.  That 
"Ueigh-a-Day-a-Month"  program  is  "being  offered  as  a  simple ,  low-cost  method  of 
record- keeping  especially  adapted  to  use  in  small  herds.    It  is  designed  to 
supplement  the  more  complete  record-keeping  of  the  DHIA  which  has  done  so  much 

to  lift  cow  quality  and  production  in  our  larger  herds  The  Export- Import 

Bank  of  Washington  on  Monday  announced  a  plan  of  stepped-up  assistance  in 
financing  exports  of  surplus  U.S.  agricultural  commodities  on  a  short-term  basis. 
This  will  supplement  the  export  credit  sales  program  of  CCC.    The  Bank  is  pre- 
pared to  receive  applications  from  overseas  buyers  who  want  credit  to  help 
obtain  U.S.  farm  surpluses  in  situations  in  which  adequate  credit  is  not  avail- 
able from  the  usual  commercial  sources. 

Inspected  for  Whole someness 

Department  officials  note  a  trend  toward  more  Federal  inspection  of 
poultry.    They  report  53  percent  more  pounds  of  poultry  inspected  during  the 
first  six  months  of  this  year  than  during  the  first  six  months  of  last  year. 
More  than  a  billion  pounds  were  Federally  inspected  in  '55.    The  inspection  is 
on  a  voluntary  basis,  and  officials  credit  recognition,  by  both  consumers  and 
processors,  of  the  value  and  health- protection  afforded  by  Federal  poultry 
inspection  for  the  big  increase  in  the  use  of  the  service.  .  .  .Yesterday  USDA 
announced  the  details  of  its  turkey  buying  to  help  stabilize  prices  to  growers, 
who  are  marketing  a  record  crop  this  year.  .  .  . 

Experiment  Station  Transfer 

The  researchers  and  research  are  the  same,  but  they've  changed  bosses. 
The  Squaw  Butte-Harney  Experiment  Station  near  Burns,  Oregon,  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  Interior  to  Agriculture.    The  program  of  improving  beef  cattle, 
range  land,  and  hay  quality  will  continue  under  the  new  management,  and  the  now 
USDA's  specialists  will  continue  to  make  land  management  studies  for  Interior 
.  .  .  .Speaking  of  land  management,  in  addition  to  helping  farmers  and  ranchers 
in  soil  conservation  districts,  SCS  is  now  providing  technical  and  financial 
help  to  local  organization  on  a  fast  increasing  number  of  watershed  protection 
and  flood  prevention  projects.    More  than  500  local  organizations  in  k6  States 
have  applied  for  help  with  watershed  problems.    USDA  has  approved  195  of  those 
applications  for  preparation  of  work  plans.    Work  is  already  underway  on  53 
pilot  watershed  projects  and  11  older  flood  prevention  projects. 
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What  Do  RFDs  Do  with  Spare  Time? 

If  you've  wondered,  consider  James  33.  Frazier,  RFD  at  KBST,  Big  Spring, 
Texas.    He  has  12  programs  on  radio  and  TV  every  week  in  Big  Spring,  is  a  string 
reporter  for  the  Farm  Bureau  Round-Up  that  goes  to  110  Texas  stations  once  a 
week,  and  heads  the  Agriculture  Department  of  Howard  Junior  College.    He  also 

farms  and  ranches  1,600  acres  of  land  The  reference  Alice  made  to  "Old 

McDonald"  last  week  brings  this  rejoinder  from  Highland  Acres  Farm,  RFD  8, 
Lincoln,  Neb.    Bill  Macdonald,  Dir.  of  KFAB  Farm  Service,  writes:    "I've  been 
farm  broadcasting  from  out  here  for  about  eight  years.    First  show  each  day  at 
6:10  a.m.  Last  one  at  6:25  p.m,    Have  my  own  weather  instruments,  a  couple  of 
telephone  circuits,  a  radio  broadcast  wire,  an  AP  printer  in  the  basement  and  a 
good  wife  who  says  that  had  she  known  a  bit  earlier  that  she  was  marrying  a  radio 
station,  things  might  have  been  different.    She  (the  missus)  has  about  250  hybrid 
layers  -  I  have  my  red  hogs  and  we  both  have  some  good  neighbors  who  help  out 
on  the  field  work  a  lot.    We  also  have  one  horse  -  he  was  here  on  pasture  when 
we  took  the  place  and  is  a  star  boarder  who  delights  in  breaking  down  fences. 
And  we  have  folks  running  in  at  all  hours  of  the  day  (and  nights  too)  -  making 
recordings  or  doing  other  silly  things  like  news  breaks  when  the  short-wave 
thing  doesn't  work.    Yes,  we're  also  a  receiving  point  for  the  mobile  units 
since  we're  located  out  of  the  city  interference  area."  .  .  .  .Another  RFD  who 
uses  farms  for  a  regular  part  of  his  broadcasting  is  Jack  Kroeck,  WLIK, 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.    Jack  owns  and  lives  on  the  place  and  has  the  livestock,  has 
a  mike  in  the  barn  and  one  in  the  house.    He  has  one  of  their  three  mobile  units 
in  a  station  wagon  and  does  broadcasts  direct  from  any  farm  he  happens  to  be  on. 
He  says  he  has  given  Purebred  Sale  results  going  down  the  highway  50  miles  an 

hour.    He  keeps  two  tape  recorders  with  him  all  the  time  That's  one  of 

the  most  mobile  units  we've  heard  of. 

About  those  Plum  Island  tapes  - 

Several  radio  and  TV  people  have  indicated  plans  to  attend  the  radio, 
TV,  and  press  Open  House  at  the  new  Plum  Island  Animal  Disease  Laboratory  on 
Tuesday,  September  25.    If  you  decide  to  go,  better  let  us  know  pronto.  Getting 
to  the  Island  involves  being  at  Orient  Point,  L.I.  for  a  boat  which  goes  to 
Plum  Island  at  8  a.m.  .  .  For  those  of  you  who  don't  go,  we'll  have  tape 
recordings  made  at  the  laboratory  that  day.    These  will  be  available  on  the 
usual  tape  replacement  basis  and  will  be  furnished  through  our  tape  library. 
A  film  TV  program  package  also  will  be  distributed  following  the  dedication. 
Secretary  Benson  will  speak  at  the  dedication  ceremonies  Wednesday,  September  26. 
Have  your  tape  here  and  we'll  rush  the  recording  of  the  25th  out  to  you  next  day. 

Big  '56  Crops  for  Market 

In  spite  of  the  cut  in  the  chief  crops  in  the  drought-hit  regions  of 
the  Southern  Plains  and  some  other  parts  of  the  South,  total  crop  production  in 
U.S.  this  year  seems  likely  to  prove  only  moderately  less  than  the  high  level 
of  last  year.    Soybeans  may  run  nearly  a  fourth  more  than  the  record  crop  of 
last  year,  corn  more  than  last  year  and  well  above  average,  and  potatoes  up 
again.    Commenting  on  the  Crop  Board's  report  Tuesday,  Acting  Secretary  True  D. 
Morse  urged  farmers  to  protect  their  prices  by  orderly  marketing  to  avoid  market 
glut 3,  and  to  make  full  use  of  price  support  programs.    He  suggested  they  push 
ahead  to  assure  themselves  enough  storage  for  their  '56  crops,  and  so  prevent 
losses  that  can  come  from  forced  marketing.    He  declared  the  drought  aid  program 
will  be  actively  carried  forward.    USDA  is  also  actively  cooperating  with  States 
and  the  Great  Plains  Council  in  a  long  range  program  to  meet  drought  conditions. 
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Peace  Pipe,  with  Sparks 

Do\m  in  Texas,  near  neighbors  Fort  Worth  and  Dallas  go  at  it  hammer  and 
tongues  most  of  the  time  as  they've  done  for  generations.    Maybe  this  rivalry 
is  what  makes  'em  grow  so  much.    But  once  a  year  in  Axigust,  Dc-c  Ruhmann,  IJBAP 
Fort  Worth,  and  his  fellow  members  of  the  Fort  Worth  Farm  and  Ranch  Club  play 
host  to  Murray  and  Polly  Cox,  WFAA;  Dallas,  at  a  picnic  supper  after  which 
Murray  shows  the  color  films  of"  his  annual  farm  study  tour.    Some  of  the  things 
Murray  and  Doc  manage  to  say  about  each  other  on  this  occasion  (on  the  air  and 
off)  would  freeze  the  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  boys  in  mid-air. 

Murray ;  by  the  way,  plans  to  resume  a  heavy  schedule  of  live  remote 
broadcasts  from  county  fairs  this  fall,  of  which  Texas  has  many. 

Doc  did  a  timely  thing  for  traffic  safety  just  before  Labor  Day.  He 
had  invited  a  captain  of  the  state  highway  patrol  to  appear  on  his  TV  show  on 
Saturday.    Friday  night,  returning  from  a  speaking  engagement  at  Vernon,  Doc 
witnessed  an  accident  in  which  two  were  killed.    Telling  of  this  added  dramatic 
emphasis  to  the  TV  feature  the  next  day.  .  . 

Some  of  the  complimentary  mail  which  came  in  the  mails  about  Alice 
Skelsey's  Letters  suggested  we  stay  away  but  we  didn't  get  the  hint.  Thanks, 
Alice. 

New  Boost  in  Use  of  Milk 

The  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  is  making  sure  the  newly  expanded 
special  milk  program  and  its  opportunities  are  well  known  to  the  folks  who  can 
use  them.    During  the  first  two  years  of  operation,  it  was  known  as  the  Special 
School  Milk  Program.    Now  that  nursery  schools,  child- care  institutions,  summer 
camps  and  the  like  are  eligible,  the  name  is  changed  to  simply  Special  Milk 
Program.    Because  many  of  these  institutions  are  not  a  regular  part  of  an 
organized  system  -  as  the  schools  are  -  Acting  Secretary  Morse  today  issued  a 
statement  calling  attention  to  the  new  phase  of  the  program.    He  says  if  this 
program  is  used  to  its  full  extent,  it  can  provide  a  very  vital  force  in  help- 
ing both  our  children  and  our  dairy  industry.    During  the  last  fiscal  year, 
children  in  over  62,000  schools  drank  a  total  cf  l,!i-00, 000, 000  half -pints  of  milk 
under  this  program.    The  Special  Milk  Program  encourages  more  use  of  milk  by 
reimbursing  schools,  camps,  and  child-care  institutions  for  additional  milk 
served  to  children.    Maximum  rates  of  reimbursement  vary  from  3  to  k  cents  per 
half -pint  of  milk. 

U.S.  Poultry  is  Jolly  Good 

Most  of  our  chicken  breeds  came  here  from  England,  and  now  word  comes 
from  the  British  Trade  Fair  in  London,  which  closes  tomorrow  that  the  attractive- 
ness and  convenient  sizes  of  U.S.  poultry  products  packages  exhibited  there 
have  caught  many  compliments.    Consumer  reaction  is  reported  good,  and  many 
conferences  with  importers  and  processors  have  encouraged  U.S.  poultry  industry 
representatives  to  expect  more  business  may  result. 

All  Milk  Routes  Lead  to  Rome 

A  delegation  of  20  representatives  of  State  Colleges  and  Universities, 
and  the  Department  will  represent  the  U.S.  at  the  l^ith  International  Dairy 
Congress  in  Rome,  Italy,  September  2^-28.    This  is  the  5^th  year  U.S.  scientists 
have  attended  such  international  dairy  gatherings  where  they  swap  ideas  and 
technical  information  with,  in  this  case,  specialists  from  30  or  ko  other 
countries. 
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Farm  and  Rome  Network  Shows  Sept .  17-22 _ 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Clau.de  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Sept.  22,  9:30  to  9:k5  am  EDT. 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Sept.  22,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EDT.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  A  Salute  to  County  Agt.  Dave  Sherrill 
of  Lubbock,  Texas;  Report  on  Florida  Me  of  ly  Battle  by  Dr.  William  Popham,  ARS; 
and  "Our  Program  for  Foreign  Farm  Visitors"  with  Cannon  Hearne,  FAS,  and  0,  L. 
Mimms  of  ICA. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Sept,  22,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EHT 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  The  National  Soil  Conservation 
Field  Days  plus  short  reports  on  the  National  Watershed  Congress  and  Eastern 
States  Exposition. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  Features:  Changes  in  our  Poultry  Industry,  with 
Herman  Miller,  director  of  Poultry  Division  of  AMS,  and  Layne  Beaty. 

USDA-TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  Sept.  21:  6  min.  film  clip  showing 
"How  Crop  Reports  Help  Farmers". 

Of  Mikes  and  Men  -Women  too 

George_ C^man J_s  (WNAX,  Yankton,  S.D. )  tour  begins  October  15  instead  of 

October  2^7~as~we  stated  last  week  Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha,  will  direct 

his  eighth  annual  WOW,  WOW-TV  Farm  Study  Tour  to  the  southeastern  United  States 

and  Nassau,  from  Nov.  5  thru  Nov.  16  We  haven't  taken  official  notice 

of  it  in  tl'il's  Letter  but  Ruth  Alampi  is  carrying  on  as  Garden  Editor  of  WRCA-TV, 
New  York,  without  missing  a  beat,  a  program,  a  commercial  or  a  viewer,  since 
the  resignation  of  husband  Phil  to  become  New  Jersey's  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
Ruth  was  a  highschool  physical  education  teacher  before  she  married  Phil,  which 
may  have  something  to  do  with  her  all  around  success.    Mother  of  three  fine 
sons,  now  she  is  a  farm  ed.  in  her  own  right  with  years  of  experience  and 
listening  to  the  broadcasts  of  her  chicken- farming  spouse.    Perhaps  best 
remembered  in  NATRFD  circles  for  her  poetized  tributes  to  the  RFDs  wife  (19^7> 
195'+)  she'll  be  chairmanning  a  session  at  the  upcoming  convention  in  November, 
we  hear  ....  Far  as  we  know,  WRGB,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. ,  was  the  first  TV 
station  to  schedule  regular  agricultural  programs.  Are  we  right?    One  program 
we  saw  Bob  Childs  (then  RFD  there)  do  in  19^6  was  called  "Lickin'  Chicken 
Pickin'". 

Your  Card,  Please 

Those  return  post  cards  we  mentioned  earlier  have  now  been  mailed,  to 
check  on  your  addresses  for  our  mailing  list  (as  required  by  law).    Those  who 
have  not  received  them,  keep  on  the  lookout  for  them.    If  you  wish  to  continue 
receiving  the  RFD  Letter,  please  fill  out  and  return  promptly.    Thanks  to 
those  who  have  already  done  so. 


Sincerely, 


RFO  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S. Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


September  21,  1956 
Letter  No.  735 


Tomorrow  morning  (Saturday)  the  Bepar.Ment  will  release  an  announcement 
"by  the  Secretary  of  a  potato  diversion* •^tpgrem  to  help  in  the  marketing  cf  this 
year's  "big  fall  crop  of  potatoes.  .  \sfov.  can  also  expect  a  first  report  on 
the  '57  Winter  Wheat  Acreage  Reserve  signup  program  which  runs  until  October 
5.  .  .  .Because  some  farmers  didn't  fully  understand  the  '56  Acreage  Reserve 
Soil  Bank  Program,  in  view  of  the  short  time  available  to  put  it  into  effect, 
Secretary  Benson  today  said  they  will  he  given  an  opportunity  to  revise  or 
cancel  the  agreements  they  made.    He  explained  this  action  is  not  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  precedent  which  will  be  followed  in  connection  with  1957  and 
later  programs  

Family  Farms  Holding  Own 

Family  farms  still  make  up  about  the  same  share  of  the  farms  in  the  U.S. 
as  they  did  15  years  ago.    That's  what  Under  Secretary  True  D.  Morse  reported 
the  '5^-  Census  of  Agriculture  shows  to  our  economic  analysts.    What's  more, 
the  family  type  farms  make  up  roughly  about  two- thirds  of  the  total  number. 
They  control  about  three-fourths  of  all  the  land  in  farms  in  this  country. 
Farm  ownership  is  at  an  all-time  high  and  farm  tenancy  is  at  an  all-time 
record  low.    Mr,  Morse  notes  that  farms  are  larger  now,  averaging  68  acres 
more  per  farm  than  15  years  ago,  but  even  so,  these  bigger  farms  continue  to 
be  family  operated.    More  mechanization  has  enabled  family  farms  to  operate 
with  less  hired  labor  than  in  previous  years. 

Research  Committees  Meet  Next  Month 

Today  the  Department  invited  interested  organizations  to  offer  sugges- 
tions on  agricultural  research  to  the  25  USDA  research  and  marketing  advisory 
committees  which  begin  their  annual  meetings  in  October.    Seventeen  of  the 
committees  are  concerned  with  particular  farm  commodities  and  8  committees 
advise  on  research  in  special  fields,  such  as  transportation,  food  and  nutri- 
tion, production  economics,  etc.    Besides  these  committees,  there  is  a  national 
advisory  group,  the  Agricultural  Policy  Committee,  which  concerns  itself  with 
the  broader  aspects  of  research.    That  11-man  committee  will  meet  Sept.  26-27 
at  the  new  Plum  Island  Animal  Disease  Laboratory.  .  .  .  Recently  there  have 
been  three  bad  outbreaks  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Europe,  and  this  dread 
animal  disease  will  get  top  attention  at  the  new  specially  isolated  laboratory 
when  it  begins  operation  after  next  week.  .  .  .The  schedule  for  the  commodity 
advisory  committees  meetings  for  this  their  tenth  year  will  include  the  Sheep 
and  Wool  Committee  on  Oct.  8-10  at  Dubois,  Idaho;  the  Food  and  Nutrition 
Committee  Meeting  Oct.  29-31'    Other  committees  will  meet  in  November,  December, 
January,  February  and  March. 
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Near  Record  Feed  for  Winter 

In  its  Feed  Situation  report  released  this  afternoon,  AMS  estimated  a 
corn  crop  second  only  to  the  bumper  crop  of  '48,  a  '56- '57  supply  6  percent  more 
than  the  record  supply  last  year,  with  a  record  carryover  in  prospect.  Supplies 
of  other  feed  grains  are  smaller  than  last  year.    USDA  economists  say  the  big 
feed  concentrates  supply  looks  to  be  enough  to  meet  all  '56-' 57  needs  and  leave 
a  carryover  at  least  equal  to,  if  not  larger  than,  the  record  carryover  last 
year.    In  distribution,  feed  grain  production  is  about  like  last  year.    It  is 
again  below  average  in  the  ve stern  Corn  Belt,  but  above  average  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.    The  record  soybean  crop  makes  for  a  record  soybean  crush  during 
the  coming  year,  and  seems  likely  to  boost  soybean  meal  production  about  a 
million  tons  over  the  past  year.    Hay  supplies  are  rated  as  smaller  than  a  year 
ago,  but  generally  enough  for  the  livestock  on  farms  in  most  parts  of  the 
country.    However,  hay  supplies  will  be  short  in  some  States,  such  as  Iowa, 
Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Arkansas. 

Energy- Saving  Kitchen  on  Film 

With  this  Letter  we  are  sending  you  Picture  Story' No.  99  on  the  Energy- 
Saving  Kitchen- Workroom" .    In  two  weeks,  we  will  also  have  a  7  minute  sound- on 
film  on  the  same  subject.    If  any  of  you  want  to  order  it  for  TV  use,  let  us 
know  and  we  will  put  your  name  in  the  pot,  ahead  of  time. 

U.S. -German  Farm  Science  Exchange 

Yesterday  Dr.  Heinrich  Luebke,  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Federal  Republic 
of  Germany  and  Secretary  Benson  outlined  a  general  plan  for  exchange  of 
scientific  agricultural  personnel  and  information  between  the  two  countries. 
The  Secretary  proposes  to  appoint,  in  consultation  with  the  Association  of 
Land-Grant  Colleges,  a  committee  to  administer  the  details  of  the  plan. 

New  Seed  Deposit  Bank 

The  National  Seed  Storage  Laboratory,  shortly  to  go  up  on  the  campus 
of  Colorado  A.  and  M.  College  at  Fort  Collins,  will  house  a  permanent  seed 
collection  of  all  the  introduced  species  remaining  from  60  years  of  U.S.  plant 
exploration.    USDA  plant  specialists  say  many  species  which  might  have  been 
of  possible  value  for  future  breeding  purposes  have  been  lost  because  we 
lacked  facilities  to  preserve  and  revitalize  them.    In  the  future  any 
reproducable  plant  introduced  will  be  stocked  in  the  new  seed  bank.    Most  seed 
can  be  kept  a  long  time  in  a  dry  atmosphere  at  cool>  uniform  temperatures,  such 
as  .will  be  provided  in  the  new  laboratory.    The  seeds  will  be  tested  from  time 
to  time.    Whenever  they  show  signs  of  losing  their  vitality,  the  specialists 
will  grow  them  out  to  get  fresh  replacements.    Seed  stocks  will  be  discarded 
only  after  the  specialists  determine  they  are  of  no  further  use.    The  laboratory 
will  also  maintain  a  master  file  of  plant  varieties  to  guard  against  their  dis- 
rcard.    Many  old  varieties  of  fruits  now  lost  may  have  tasted  extra  well  or  had 
ojther  inherited  characteristics  that  our  plant  breeders  would  like  to  have 
included  in  some  of  their  new  crosses.  . 

Wes  Seyler,  WIBW,  Topeka,  lost  the  first  fall  when  he  was  defeated  in  a  milking 
contest  during  the  Kansas  Free  Fair  by  Secretary-Manager  Maurice  Fager,  but  his 
reputation  was  salvaged  when  he  performed  as  one  of  three  judges  for  the  State 
Dairy  Princess  Contest  during  the  Kansas  State  Fair  at  Hutchinson. 


Farming  with  Music  on  West  Coast 
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Dick  Passage,  KLOQ,  Yakima,  Wash. ,  reports  it  is  quite  a  problem,  all 
over  the  Coast,  how  a  farm  department  can  fit  into  the  plot  of  an  independent 
station  emphasizing  music  programs,  and  what  place  music  has  in  a  farm  show. 
He  would  like  to  hear  some  discussion  of  these  music  questions.    Dick  used  to 
manage  the  old  voice  of  sports  and  agriculture,  KYAK,  hut  now  KYAK  is  KLOQ. 
They  have  worked  out  a  farm  show  format  for  three,  maybe  four,  music  stations 
in  Central  Washington  and  now  broadcast  daily  from  6  to  7  a.m.  on  KLOQ,  Yakima; 
KWIQ,  Moses  Lake;  and  KALE  in  Pasco;  with  KXLE,  Ellensburg,  joining  them  in  a 
few  weeks.    He  says  they  carry  an  hour  of  farm  news  and  markets  and  weather 
with  si::  tunes  in  the  hour  to  soften  the  blow.    They  cover  the  entire  agricul- 
tural area  of  Central  Washington  and  Dick  spends  his  time  interviewing  farmers 
and  sponsors.    His  home  is  on  the  farm.    He  tells  about  the  changes  and  happen- 
ings each  day  and  also  uses  his  sponsor's  products  as  much  as  possible  to 
prove  that  they  mean  what  they  say  about  them.    His  kids  raise  horses,  sheep, 
cattle,  and  chickens.    Mother  (Alice),  who  is  on  the  show  often,  raises  flowers 
and  the  family.    Dick  raises  apples,  pears,  cherries,  apricots,  and  pasture 
and  cover  crops,  and  they  use  the  farm  a  lot  for  sponsor  tests  and  commercials. 
All  in  all,  Dick  finds  a  farm  show  more  exacting  than  management,  but  a  lot 
more  fun.    He  promises  to  bring  some  of  those  apples  to  the  NATRFD  meeting  in 
Chicago  come  November  23,  2k  and  25. 

Export  Trade  in  Ag.  Ideas 

This  week  Department  officials  discussed  Finnish  use  of  American 
tobacco  with  a  group  of  visitors  representing  the  tobacco  sales  industry  of 
Finland.    From  here,  the  Finns  will  tour  our  tobacco  growing  regions  to  get 
better  acquainted  with  the  growing,  uses,  and  qualities  of  our  tobacco.  This 
is  part  of  a  USDA  and  industry  sponsored  program  to  increase  U.S.  tobacco 
exports.  .  .  .And  from  Spain  comes  word  that  practical  U.S.  dreamers  are  also 
helping  put  a  solid  foundation  under  agricultural  "castles  in  Spain".  Fifty 
Spanish  agricultural  extension  agents  and  assistants  have  been  graduated  from 
four  months  of  intensive  training  in  practical  agricultural  and  extension 
methods  -  the  first  course  of  its  kind  in  that  country.    The  U.S.  Operations 
Mission  there  financed  the  training. 

Farms  Trapped  in  City  Spread 

In  the  October  issue  of  "Soil  Conservation"  SCS  Adm'r  D.  A.  Williams 
points  to  the  growing  competition  for  good  land  between  farmers  and  our  increas- 
ing city  population.    He  suggests  guides  to  more  orderly  development  of 
industrial  and  urban  expansion.    With  our  population  already  at  168  million 
and  headed  for  200  million  in  the  next  twenty  years,  he  says  it  is  obvious  we 
are  going  to  continue  to  need  more  building  space,  highways,  and  so  on.  Home 
builders  and  industries  seek  the  level  land,  highways  the  easier  grades. 
Adm'r  Williams  considers  it  feasible  in  many  cases  to  select  routes  for  high- 
ways so  as  to  bypass  the  best  farm  lands.    He  insists  it  is  clearly  possible 
to  use  less  productive  lands  for  factories,  suburban  hemes,  and  the  like.  He 
says  urbanization  and  industrialization  of  agricultural  land  sets  up  a  chain 
reaction  that  extends  right  down  to  the  field  of  interest  of   every  one  of  us. 
He  thinks  it  full  time  we  take  steps  to  minimize  conversion  of  better  farmlands 
to  non- agricultural  uses.    He  urges  community  action  such  as  is  being  applied 
to  soil  and  water  conservation  also  be  applied  to  urbanization.  .  .All  of  which 
may  suggest  some  good  material  for  Farm-City  Week,  which  comes  in  November, 
ending  on  Thanksgiving. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Sept.  2U-29 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Sept.  29,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EDT.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "The  Energy-Saving  Kitchen"  as 
discussed  "by  Layne  Beaty  and  Mildred  Howard,  ARS;  plus  "A  Last  Report  from 
Inside  the  Isolated  Plum  Island  Laboratory"  by  Layne  Beaty  and  Dr.  M.  S.  Shahan, 
who  heads  up  USDA's  animal  disease  (mostly  foot-and-mouth  now)  research  on  the 
Island. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Sept.  29,  12  to  12:25  p.m. 
EDT.'    "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Our  Research  Defense 
Against  Foot-and-Mouth  Disease"  with  Jack  Towers;  and  "A  Report  from  the  20th 
Annual  Meeting,  National  Home  Demonstration  Council,  at  San  Antonio,  Tex." 
Some  2,000  home  demonstrators  are  expected  at  this  meeting. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat,  Sept.  29,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EDT. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  ISA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  Layne  Beaty  and 
Dr.  Shahan  discussing  "The  Significance  of  Plum  Island  for  U.S.  Livestock  Owners.1 

USDA-TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  Sept.  28:    A  sound-on  film,  showing 
how  our  crop  reporting  system  works  for  the  farmer. 

Fine  Photo  from  Kokomo 

Noting  in  recent  issues  our  reports  of  pictures  of  other  RFDs  showing 
them  interviewing  queens,  dignitaries,  etc.,  Ray  Watson,  WIOU,  Kokomo,  Ind. , 
rises  to  the  occasion.    He  sends  a  fine  photo  of  himself  getting  a  few  choice 
words  for  the  listeners  from  Elsie,  the  Borden  Cow,  and  one  of  her  offspring; 
all  of  this  is  in  a  parlor  scene,  too.    From  the  expression  on  her  face,  one 

of  Ray's  questions  put  Elsie  in  a  pensive  moo-ed  Clyde  Keathley, 

WRFD,  Worthington,  Ohio,  says  when  experiences  on  their  station-owned  farm 
are  timely  and  appropriate  they  weave  them  into  their  broadcasts.    From  time 
to  time,  they  tell  the  results  of  their  liming  and  fertilizing  and  other 
management  practices,  but  with  too  much  water  this  past  season  their  crops 
haven't  been  anything  to  brag  about.    Recently,  Clyde  included  information  on 
the  seeding  of  Kentucky-31  Fescue  around  their  pond.    Also  told  of  their  use 
of  sodium  arsenite  to  control  submerged  weeds  which  had  become  a  serious 
problem.  .  .  .On  the  other  hand,  George  Loesing,  who  has  just  returned  to 
Missouri  after  spending    his  summer  as  student-trainee  here  in  our  office, 
reports  it  is  so  dry  out  there  that  people  are  headin'  for  Arizona  to  prospect 
for  water. . .  .  . 

National  ^-H  Achievement  Day 

Today  we  are  sending  you  a  Fact  Sheet  to  remind  you  that  over  two 
million  U-H  Club  boys  and  girls  will  be  honored  for  outstanding  accomplishments 
on  Saturday,  November  10.    On  that  day  they'll  show  what  they've  done  toward 
improving  living  in  their  own  families  and  their  own  communities.    Your  County 
Agents  can  give  you  more  information.    There  are  news  stories  and  features 
galore  in  this  Day,  as  you  very  well  know  - 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Ser 
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RFO  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

lltent  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


After  our  visit 


Office  of  l^fqrmptfcTn  flf]^ 
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MAR  1  1 1957  September  28,  1956 

Letter  No.  736 

U.S.    APARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 

:hio  week  to  PJnm  Island,  we  are  convinced  we  have 
viewed  the  most  super- sanitary  set-up  the  world  has  ever  seen.    The  precaution- 
ary facilities  of  that  new  USDA  Animal  Disease  Laboratory  will  be  literally  out 
of  this  world.'    Researchers  and  other  workers  will  enter  and  leave  the  labora- 
tory rooms  only  naked  through  the  automatic  showers.    Those  who  wear  glasses 
will  have  to  pick  up  their  extra  pair  on  the  inside.    Materials  will  be  intro- 
duced into  the  lab  only  through  special  air  locks.    The  building  will  be 
completely  air-conditioned  with  the  exhaust  air  filtered  and  decontaminated 
before  it  is  discharged.    All  waste  water  will  be  sterilized.    All  refuse 
incinerated  in  the  lab.    For  test  animals,  it  will  be  a  one-way  trip  with  exit 
via  incinerator.    This  lab  is  designed  as  a  practically  self-contained  unit, 
with  its  own  cafeteria,  laundry,  and  hospital.    Emergency  sleeping  quarters 
are  also  being  provided  in  case  the  choppy  waters  of  Long  Island  Sound  get  too 
rough  for  the  workers  to  get  home. 


As  Secretary  Benson  said  - 

At  the  dedication  Wednesday:  "With  the  opening  of  this  laboratory,  we 
launch  the  first  full-scale  attack  inside  our  own  borders  on  the  causes  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  and  other  treacherous  foreign  diseases.    This  is  a  truly 

great  day  in  animal  disease  research"    "As  soon  as  the  doors  close  on 

this  week's  celebration,  this  island  will  be  a  busy  center  of  scientific  study. 
Though  the  battle  will  be  fought  in  the  isolation  of  an  island  laboratory,  the 
enemy  is  real  and  the  victory  we  seek  is  a  victory  for  every  human  being  in 
every  farm,  village,  town,  and  city  of  the  earth."  .  .  .  .(Of  course,  the 
united  scientific  work  in  the  old  lab  on  the  island,  which  was  sealed  for  this 
occasion,  will  just  be  resumed  while  the  contractors  are  putting  final  touches 
on  the  new  lab,  installing  equipment,  and  making  trial  runs  in  the  new  set-up. ) 


Foreign  Scientists  Discuss  Lab  Plans 


Today  top-ranking  scientists  of  the  U.S.  and  several  foreign  countries 
are  winding  up  their  two- day  technical  symposium  which  formed  part  of  the 
dedication  celebration.    They  discussed  the  methods  of  providing  maximum 
protection  for  livestock  against  foreign  diseases.    Directors  of  research  in- 
stitutes in  England,  Holland,  Canada,  Switzerland  and  from  FAO ".of  U1T  ItbJLy  led  in 
the  discussions.    They  included  Dr.  Ira  A.  Galloway  of  Pirbright,  Surrey, 
England;  Dr.  Jacob  G.  van  Bekkum,  Amsterdam;  Dr.  Charles  A.  Mitchell,  Canadian 
Department  of  Agriculture;  Dr.  Georges  A.  Moosbrugger  of  the  Federal  Vaccine 
Institute,  Basel,  Switzerland;  and  FAO's  Dr.  Erik  G.  Fogedby.    This  meeting 
followed  the  open  house  for  press,  radio,  and  television  which  we  attended  on 
Tuesday. 
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Coverage  "by  Beeper  and  .Blower 

Long  a  handy  tool  for  long-range  news  coverage,  later  for  collaboration 
between  Marconi  and  Alexander  Graham  Bell  (or  was  it  Don  Ameche?),  the  use  of 
the  telephone  is  booming  now  with  the  radio  airing  of  phone  interviews  and 
sometimes  outright  broadcast.    All  such  use  must  include  the  "beeper"  of  course 
to  make  it  legal.    British  slang  for  telephone  is  "blower". 

Carl  Collin,  WKZO,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  phoned  in  this  week  to  see  who 
might  give  him  such  a  recording  about  seme  grape  marketing  in  New  York  State. 
We  suggested  he  call  Bon  Tuttle  at  WGY,  Schenectady.    Ee  did.  .  .  .While  we 
were  at  Plum  Island,  Frank  Atwood,  WTIC,  Hartford,  phoned  over  and  asked  for  a 
telephone  statement  for  his  show  next  morning.    We  gave  it  to  him  over  an  out- 
side phone  at  the  corner  of  a  warehouse,  while  wind,  jeeps  and  boats  lent  back- 
ground color.    Don't  know  whether  Frank  found  it  airworthy  or  not  A 

while  back,  Conway  Robinson,  WBAL,  Baltimore,  aired  a  telephone  interview  with 
his  Congressman,  then  in  Switzerland  looking  into  the  foreign  market  for  Maryland 
tobacco.    This  technique  can- be  carried  itovgr  eater  dimensions  with  the  develop- 
ment and  wide  use  .  of  the  heHr  "^honavisibni"  *rvsi:  - 

Fir  st  Quarterly  Pig  Report  ■  .  - 

Monday  the  Grop  Reporting  Board  issued  its  first  quarterly  pig  report 
for  the  9  Corn  Belt, ..States  which  last  year  produced  over  two-thirds  of  all  the 
fall  pigs  in  the,  U.S.-    Previously  these  reports  were  issued  only  in  the  indi- 
vidual states  concerned...  ..  The  Board  expects  8  percent  fewer  sows  to  farrow 
this  fall  than  in  the, fall  .of  '55-.  •""  •  •  •In  its  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  Re- 
port today,  AMS  -economists  figure  costs  of  mixed  poultry  feeds  are  not  likely 
to  rise  appreciably  in -the  next! -.few  months  and  may  even  go  down  some.  They 
anticipate  that  the  seasonal  decline  in  the  price  of  corn  will  likely  bring 
down  the  value  of  the  poultry  ration  Growing  conditions  have  been  favor- 
able in  most  of  the  main  soybean  Belt  and  in  the  Eastern  coastal  States.  With 
the  highest  yields  since  ''k$)  and  the  largest  acreage  of  soybeans  on. record,  the 
USDA  specialists- say  the  result  may  be  nearly  a  fourth  more  soybeans  than  the 
record  crop  of  last  year  ....  .  rIn  general,  the  crop  output  this  year  seems 
likely  to  total  only  &  little  below. a  year  ago.    The  specialists  say  that  with 
output  of  livestock,  and  livestock  products  running  a  little  higher  than  in  '-55, 
total  output  of i  jfarm  products  in  '56  may  well  equal  last  year's  record. 

Export  Score  Board  Herewith  .. 

There  is  a  lot  of . information,  on  the  quantity, .value,  and  share  of  our 
exports  under  government  programs  in  .the  simple  tables  of  figures  which  goes  to 
you  on  one  ;.sheet  headed  "U.S.  Agricultural  Export  Scoreboard  for  1955-'  56" 
.  .  .  .  .And  "Foreign  Agriculture"  for  September  point  out  that  the  Far  East 
is  expanding  as  a  farm  market.    FAS  Clarence  Pike  says  the  Far  East  is  second 
only  to  Western  Europe  as  an  export  outlet  for  U.S.  farm  products.    Last  year 
it  took  21°/o  -  $656  million  worth,  compared  with  15f,j  before  the  war.    It  offers 
even  larger  sales  opportunities. 

Bulk  Handling  of  Rice  and  Milk 

In  this  country  USDA  marketing  researchers  find  that  since  combining  and 
mechanical  drying  of  bulk  rice  is  universal,  sacking  the  rough  rice  temporarily 
is  uneconomical.    They  expect  complete  conversion  to  bulk  storage  and  handling 
methods  within  the  next  few  years.  .  .  AMS  also  expects  the  shift  from  can  to 
bulk  equipment  among  milk  plants,  milk  routes  and  farms  to  continue.    At  the 
beginning jfibjfr  this  year,  there  were  about  30,000  milk. tanks  on  U.S.  farms.  Over 
600  milk  plants  in  nearly  every  state  now  get  part  or  all  their  milk  in  bulk. 
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Recollections  of  Things  Fast  ("but  not  much) 

Bob  Child,  now  with  the  Cooperative  Grange  League  Federation  Exchange 
at  Ithaca,  N.Y. ,  writes  in  to  verify  our  recent  comments  about  a  farm  TV  show 
we  saw  him  do  when  he  was  at  WRGB,  Schenectady  (affiliated  with  WGY,  Radio). 
He  sends  along  a  copy  of  an  old  schedule  of  his  programs  covering  the  period 
from  March  'lj-3  to  June  'kQ. 

Like  "Lickin1  Chicken  Pickin'",  some  of  the  other  titles  are  killer 
dillers,  too.    Examples:  "Switchie,  the  Electric  Cow"  (which  produced  milk,  butter, 
ice  cream  and  condensed  milk  from  various  spigots);  "Snakes  Alive",  "Turkey 
'n  Trimmin,  No  Rimmin'"  and  "Bathing  Biddy's  Bounty".    The  latter  was  a  demonstra- 
tion of  an  automatic  egg  cleaner.    This  was  the  show  which,  at  our  request,  Bob 
and  E.B.  Wright  of  the  N.Y.  College  of  Agri.  bundled  up  and  took  (through  a 
blizzard,  by  the  way)  to  Chicago  during  the  NARFD  convention  in  19^7  for 
presentation  there  as  the  first  TV  farm  program  demonstration  before  that  group. 
It  was  actually  aired  in  the  studios  of  WBKB ,  with  TV- interested  farm  broadcasters 
participating  and  watching  in  a  nearby  studio.    Ed  Mitchell,  WGY ' s  farm  advisor, 
was  on  many  of  those  early  farm  TV  shows  including  one  called  "Let 1 s  Talk  Turkey" 
wherein  a  phony  chef  showing  how  to  carve  a  turkey  ends  up  with  both  the  bird 
and  himself  on  the  floor.    There  was  a  long  series  of  Victory  Garden  programs 
during  the  war,  a  comedy  drammette  called  "Kitchen  Mechanic",  and  "Heifers  for 
Relief",  a  film  showing  a  cattle  boat  loading  and  Czechoslovakian  recipients,  etc. 

US DA  Starts  Buying  Program 

Today  the  Department  reported:  its  first  buyings  of  hamburger  for  school 
lunch  uses  to  encourage  more  use  of  beef  during  the  heavy  marketing  of  grass 
cattle;  its  first  purchases  of  shell  eggs,  under  the  program  announced  three 
weeks  ago,  to  help  stabilize  farm  prices  during  the  heavy  fall  marketings  of 
eggs;  and  the  beginning  buying  of  turkeys  to  help  ease  the  problem  of  marketing 
this  year's  record  turkey  crop.  .  .  .To  supplement  efforts  to  develop  export 
markets  for  poultry  products,  in  cooperation  with  the  International  Trade  Develop- 
ment Committee  of  the  poultry  industry,  the  Department  yesterday  announced  an 
experimental  export  payment  program  on  U.S.  poultry  to  be  shipped  to  the  Republic 
of  West  Germany.    An  export  payment  of  5|  cents  a  pound  will  be  made  on  whole 
ready-to-cook  USDA  graded  and  inspected  broilers,  fowl,  ducks,  and  turkeys,  and 
on  New  York  dressed  USDA  graded  ducks. 

Drought  Disaster  and  Program  Adjustments 

Earlier  in  the  week,  the  Department  added  more  counties  to  the  drought 
disaster  list  of  the  three  programs  designed  to  help  farmers,  ranchers,  and 
stockmen  maintain  their  basic  livestock  herds.    Eligible  stockmen  in  h^O  counties 
or  parts  of  counties  in  9  states  can  now  take  part  in  the  emergency  Feed  Grain 
program.    Eligible  stockmen  in  5^2  counties  in  12  states  may  now  graze  their 
Soil  Bank  acreage  reserve.    Eligible  stockmen  in  350  counties  in  5  states  can 
participate  in  the  hay  and  roughage  programs.  .  .  .USDA  also  announced  1957 
Wheat  Acreage  Reserve  changes  which  are  important  to  farmers  who  grow  both 
"winter"  and  "spring"  varieties  of  wheat.  .  .  .And  for  sugar  beet  growers,  there 
was  the  announcement  of  the  national  acreage  allotment  for  '57-crop  sugar  beets. 
That  allotment  is  a  little  higher  than  last  year  to  reflect  changes  in  quotas  for 
beet  sugar  established  by  recent  amendments  to  the  Sugar  Act.    ASC  State  Committees 
will  establish  individual  farm  shares  from  state  allocations  under  procedures 
much  the  same  as  those  of  the  past  two  years. 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Oct.  1-6 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Oct.  6,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EDT 
"US DA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Results  from  the  National  Dairy 
Cattle  Congress,  Waterloo,  la." 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mah one y  -  Sat.  Oct.  6,  9:30  to  Q:^5  a.m.  EDI. 

ABC  "The  American. Farmer"  -  Sat.  Oct.  6,  12:30  to  1  p. mo  EDT.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.  •  Features:  "National  American  Forestry  Association 
meeting  at  LaPlata,  Md. "  with  Bill  Carnahan,  U.  of  Md. ;  and  A  Salute  to  M.  W> 
McEachern,  county  agent,  who  played  a  "big  role  in  rehabilitating  the  citrus 
industry  in  picturesque  Plaquemines  Parish.  Louisiana. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  David  Hamil,  KEA 
Administrator,  in  "A  Look  at  the  Rural  Power  Program." 

USDA-TV  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Oct.  k:    Photos  show  details  of  the  new 
"Weigh-a-Day-a-Month"  plan,  a  cheaper  method  of  dairy  herd  production  testing, 
being  offered  farmers  during  this  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  first  cow- testing 
association  in  the  U,S. 

RFDs  on  the  Fair  Circuit 

Dean  Curtiss,  KDHL,  Fairbault,  Minn.,  reports  that  in  addition  to  his  regu- 
lar chores  as  RFD,  he's  kept  busy  all  summer  judging  county  plowing  contests, 
MCing  at  fairs,  celebrations,  and  the  like.    As  evidence,  he  sends  us  his  picture 
at  the  LaSeur  County  Fair,  with  Arlie  Gregor,  a  hustling  k-R  boy  and  his  prize- 
winning  steer  Next.'.  .  .  .Paul  Vogel,  WDAF  WDAF-TV,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 

tells  us  his  son  Mark's  lamb  won  Grand  Champion  honors  at  the  big  Jackson  County 
Fair.    Congratulations.    Paul  also  complains  that  for  some  unaccountable  reason 
he  hasn't  been  getting  this  letter  recently       which  reminds  us,  RFDs  have  been 
returning  their  mailing  list  cards  with  zip,  but  now  returns  have  slowed  to  5  or 
6  a  day.    We  still  have^  a  long  way_t_o  go.    So  please  scratch  around  and  send  in 
that  card  if  you  want  us  to  keepjypu  on  the  list  -  and  haven't  already  let  us 
know.    Uncle  Sam  makes  us  do  this.   .   .   .   .Thanks  to  Don  Tuttle,  now  farm  ed.  at 
WGY-WRGB,  Schenectady^  for  verifying  that  his  station  was  first  with  regular  farm 

TV  John  A.  ("Happy  Johnny")  Zufall,  formerly  of  WFMD,  Frederick,  Md. ,  is 

now  farm  directing  on  WJAX,  Jacksonville,  Fla.    He  has  an  hour  farm  show  every 
day  at  noon.   .   .  . Speaking  of  weather,  ARS  Duke  DuMars  reads  in  his  Kansas  paper 
it  is  so  dry  out  there  that  a  farmer  who  sent  well  water  to  the  State  lab  for 
testing  got  a  report  that  it  was  only  10$  wet. 


P.S.    Before  you  get  this  Letter,  you  will  probably  have  heard  the  statement  we 
have  just  received  from  the  White  House.    After  meeting  with  the  Inter-Departmental 
Committee  of  Under  Secretaries  today  presenting  the  first  report  on  Rural  Develop- 
ment Program,  President  Eisenhower  noted  the  major  progress  and  declared  the 
initial  success  of  this  program  is  a  challenge  to  all  of  us  in  this  year  ahead. 


Sincerely, 


lb 


